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 LOOK TO DOWNTOWN TULSA FOR CHANGES TO WEATHER

Do you remember looking to downtown for the changes in Tulsa weather?  Well, I 
do, but I do not remember when it started.  I thought it began when we were still at Will 
Rogers.  The Tulsa papers report it was much later.  Memory is a problem any more.

Here is how it worked. For a number of years, Tulsans looked toward a downtown 
bank building for the weather forecast. It was called the Weather Teller, and it beamed 
color-coded lights visible for miles from atop the National Bank of Tulsa at 320 South 
Boston Ave.

                  The color-code was as follows:
                       *A solid green light signifed fair weather.
                       *Flashing green forecast precipitation
                       *Solid red meant sudden temperature change.
                       *Flashing red indicated severe weather watch.

Many people recall the Weather Teller 
with fondness and nostalgia. The Weather 
Teller was the biggest of its kind anywhere, 
with 1500 individual neon lamps behind 
plastic casings on all for sides of the tower. 
The sign's dimensions are roughly 24 feet by 
24 feet on each side, and took four months 
to build.  Claude Neon created and installed 
the $70,000 beacon.  It lasted until 
November, 1973. It could not survive the 
energy crisis.  When people were told to 
conserve energy, the plug was pulled 
on the Weather Teller.

New lighting atop the 320 South 
Boston Building, formerly called the National 
Bank Building, arrived in Tulsa in time for 
the town's centennial in 2017.  The lights 
were discontinued to save money, but the 
new LED lights were more cost-effective. 
Offcials decided it was the perfect time to 
bring back the lighting to mark the 
building's centennial in 2017.  Photo 
from the internet. 
                                                                                       



One additional downtown historic building is contributing more light to the glow of 
the holidays this year.  The Philtower Building recently installed new LED light displays on 
its pentacles.  The lights were timed to celebrate both the holiday season and the ongoing 
revival of the downtown Deco District.

The Philtower lights, on all 
four sides of the building's cupola, 
depict spears and an unstrung bow 
and arrows.  Frankly, I cannot see 
the symbols from the pictures.  The 
idea was to restore the crown of 
the Philtower and bring it back to 
its glory days as Waite Phillips 
originally designed it.  The timing 
was perfect as the symbol of peace 
coincides with celebrations of the 
holiday season and the new year.  
The lights are programmable to 
change colors.

The Philtower building is the 
other lighted building in the frst 
picture.

 

Photo from the internet.

Submitted by William M. and Thressa Northcut

A PEEK INTO THE PAST
The following pictures were sent in by our classmates in response 

to our request printed in the October Newsletter.

Gary Parks has sent us the following two pictures.  His descriptions of the pictures 
are in quotation marks, this frst one is:  "Whittier school where 90% of students and 
patrons were buying war bonds and stamps regularly, they are raising the Minute Man fag 
at a special ceremony this afternoon".  I think the date must be around the fall of 1944 
or spring 1945. The tall woman in the left foreground must be the dreaded Miss. Aspey. 
Sue Robertson may remember her as do I.”



“Some of these kids, as was I, were part of the 423 candidates for the graduation 
class of Roger's 52. You may recognize some. They have all grown old as I understand.”

These next pictures were sent in by Sharlene Oxley Beil.

  Front row – Peggy McCormick and Joyce Dalton
     Second Row – Phyllis Swedburg, Darlene Russell, and Sharlene Oxley



  

   Joyce Jameson, JoAnn Wells, and Sharlene Oxley

  

 
Susan Hayward at the premier of “TULSA”

Barbara Wycoff and Nancy Pennington 

IN MEMORIUM

   BOB REMEY



RESPONSES RECEIVED BY MAIL

From Joe Sullivan: “Hello Warren,
Just returned from Arizona looking for the lost Dutchman's gold 

mine in the Superstition Mountains.  It hasn't been found in a hundred 
years and its still missing, at least the story goes.  We found no gold 
but had fun four wheeling through the beautiful mountains.  I approve 
the transfer of the WRHS funds.  Here is something to help keep things 
going.  Joe” (Sounds like you had a nice vacation, too bad you didn't fnd 
any gold.  Thanks for your vote on the funds and the donation for our 

newsletter account.)

From Sharlene (Oxley Beil:  “ Hi,  I'm sending pics of articles I found in my scrapbook 
of Susan Hayward in the parade and also dancing in the street 
during the premier of the Movie “Tulsa” in April, 1949.

Also, here are pics of me and some friends at New Block Park 
and just getting together.  I am sure you will recognize most of 
them.

Here is a check to help on the cost of the newsletter (to which I 
thoroughly enjoy and get so excited when it appears in the mailbox. Also, I would like 
to have the class roster.

Life is good here in OKC, 
although we did loose one of our dear 
little Yorkies recently.  Needless to say, 
our hearts are broken.

At 82 years old it is hard to 
believe our youth was so long ago. 
The memories I have of the three 
years I spent at WRHS were the best. 
(The Roundup, the Pep Club, and all 
the Social Clubs I was a part of).

I loved the article Joan Trude 
sent. It rang a lot of bells of the past.  Here is a pic of us with our babies.  Happiness 
to all Sharlene Oxley Beil”  (Thank you for the nice letter and the donation.  I know 
what you mean about the sadness of loosing a pet, after all they are part of the 
family.  We don't have any dogs anymore, but we do have cats and it always hurts to 
loose one.)

Joan Eaton sends the following: “We are doing fne.  Bruce has 
resigned from some of his veterans” activities but still a very
consulting engineer.  Yours truly keeps busy with music, family
(10 Grands, 1 Great-grand almost here)!  We're both rather 

     involved with church 
activities also.

Life is so very crazy – no 
time to really live it and 
enjoy your friends.  Here is 
a small check for the 
Newsletter.  I've been 
wanting to write a story for 

it for sometime, but unable to carve out the time.”  (Thank you for the nice donation.) 



 
RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

Re: 60th Reunion Funds = I fully agree with the recommendation 
to transfer the balance to the WRHSFoundation.  Thanks to all of you 
for the follow through.  Joe Timmons  (Thanks for your vote on what to 
do with the left-over Reunion funds.  Also, thank you for the donation.)

______________________________________________

Tommy Kelly sends the following; “Warren, Thank you very much for newsletter for 
October.  I can answer the quiz about actress Susan Hayward appearing in Tulsa for the 

premier of the flm “Tulsa” and the year was 1949. I was there outside 
the hotel to see her in person with actor Robert Preston. I, with two 
friends, entered the hotel to ask her for her autograph. Robert Preston 
assured us she would be down in the lobby shortly. Turned out, we were 
frst in crowd to see her in a convertible looking radiant in a Kelly green 
two piece suit and her gorgeous red hair. I handed her paper from my 

autograph book and a pen. She smiled at me and said, “I have my own pen, honey” signed 
her autograph and handed it back to me.  I will never forget it.  It was thrilling. She was 
beautiful and very gracious.  I still have her autograph and treasure it.  I also saw the 
new movie “Tulsa” at, I believe, the Ritz Theater in downtown Tulsa.  The Ritz had a ceiling 
that looked like the sky at night with stars. 

I still have my three class books from 1950, 1951, and my senior year 1952.  I also 
have lots of pictures my mother took during the annual Roundup in February 1951.  I was 
in some of the pictures as I danced a wild Charleston number in blackface. 
Haven’t been to Tulsa, Oklahoma since 1954. Still have junior and senior 
prom photos with the same girl  both years. Her name was  Mary Ellen 
Baker.  Wonder whatever happened to her.  She was a very nice girl. 
Tommy”  (Tommy, you are the frst to get the answers correct for the 
mystery picture.  The account of your experience so many year ago is  
amazing, and I am sure the autograph is a real treasure.)

Tom McComb has some suggestions for our next Roundup. “Warren and staff:
Another great issue. Impressive how the team fnds and documents such 
items of nostalgic interests. BTW, what became of Wolfrobe’s, the store was 
at 11th and Harvard I think?

What about a section on some of the “pranks” that we did?  Like: toilet 
papering houses; Putting For Sale signs in friends yards; Relocating the 
black smudge pots to friends houses; foating gas flled condoms in the 

hallways; panties over the Will Roger’s bust in the main lobby; etc. and any others you 
folks  can  recall.”  (Thanks  for  the  suggestions,  and  your  compliments  on  the  last 
Newsletter.)

   Gary Parks  Sends the following: “Warren: Some of these kids, as 
was I, were part of the 423 candidates for the graduation class of Roger's 
52. You may recognize some. They have all grown old as I understand. 
Gary Parks”  (Thanks for the super pictures. They will be a great addition 
to this Newsletter.)



Dear Warren:
“As the leader of my Navy Squadron I am drawing on experience when I 

highly  recommend  the  subject  funds  should  be  transferred  to  the 
newsletter account.   Funds for the newsletter will decrease as we lose 
classmates and eventually you will be forced to go to all B&W printing, or 
no newsletter.  I am a strong believer in having back-up funds for future 
negative eventualities.   When our organization ceases to exist then those 
remaining can make the decision of where to place the unspent funds.   As 

a fnancial contributor to the newsletter account my vote is NO to the transfer of the 
funds  to  the  Will  Rogers  Foundation.  Keep  the  $2,425.28  within  the  organization. 
Transfer the funds to the newsletter account.
Dan Ragan”  (Thanks for your vote on what we should do with the left over reunion 
funds.  I hope more of our classmates will send in their thoughts on this suggestion.)

DONATIONS

 Your donations make it possible to keep sending these newsletters.  This time we 
received donations from Sharlene Oxley Beil, Joan Eaton, Joe Sullivan, and Joe Timmons. 

The offer in the last two newsletters still stands.  For any donation of $10.00 or 
more we will  send you a copy of our most up to date list of classmates with names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses, when available.

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES

There were no undeliverable newsletters returned this time without a 
forwarding address!

ADDRESS CHANGES

Mary DeGeer Herring 3010 East 51st Street    Apt. 43
Tulsa, OK  74105 – 6342

Barbara Rosicka Montgomery 5695 East 117th Street;
  Tulsa, OK  74137 – 8534

Ollie Henderson Pruett 220 Luisita Rd.
Thiensville,  WI  53092 – 1730

Janet Armstrong Richey 14121 W. Cavalcade Dr.
                                                                                                                          Sun City West,  AZ  85375 – 5623

                    Carolyn Stitt Spurgeon 2130 Hawksridge Dr.  Apt. - 1604  
Naples FL  34105 – 8517

JUST A REMINDER

We here in the newsletter committee would still like to have any stories or pictures 
that you would like to share with your fellow classmates.  You can either email them to us 
at wdcox@cox.net  or send them by regular mail.  We will be glad to return any pictures 
that you tell us that you would like to have back.

mailto:wdcox@cox.net


MYSTERY PICTURE

  Photographer unknown – I could not take this picture now because it no longer exists.

LAST MONTH'S MYSTERY PICTURE

     Photo from the internet

Tommy Kelly was the frst person to identify this picture and have all the answers 
correct.  Just to remind you, The movie was named “Tulsa”.  The year was 1949, and the 
building was the Hotel Tulsa.  It was demolished by explosives at a later time, in fact we 
went to see it being brought down.  Tulsa lost many of it's fne structures in the name of 
urban renewal and progress.  Now they are trying to revitalize the down town area and 
refurbish the remaining “old” buildings, many into apartments and lofts, but some of the 
very best ones are already gone.



IN CLOSING. 

Well this in no mystery picture, but I found it on the internet and it gives us a 
little different perspective on our almamater.  We do not who the photographer is, but it 
is  a very striking picture.  If you are reading this frst newsletter of the new year, 
welcome to 2017.  We are the lucky ones.  While it is true that we probably have a bunch 
of ailments related to just being senior citizens. I hope you all have many good years to 
go.  Even if you have to take a hand full of pills every day like I do.

I don't have a bucket list like some you probably do, but I have done a lot of things 
that could have been in a bucket list, so I am not really complaining.  I guess if I have one 
complaint, it is that there are so many interesting cars out there that I will never have 
the opportunity to own.  That might sound a little silly, but I have had an interest in 
automobiles all of my life.  We hope that this newsletter and the picture printed below 
brings  back many pleasant  memories  of  our  time at  the  beautiful  art  deco  building 
pictured below.

Your Newsletter Gang

And Will Rogers says:

“Never miss a good chance to shut up”


